
The Old Man and the Sea, Section 2 (pp. 25-45) 

Quote (page number) Literary Term Applied Function of Literary Term 

 

“He only dreamed of places now and of the 

lions on the beach.” (25) 

 

  

The lions playing on the beach, one of 

Santiago’s childhood memories, represent 

youth, energy, companionship, and happiness. 

 

   

“He was shivering with the morning cold.  But 

he knew he would shiver himself warm.” (25) 

 By shivering when it is cold, the body warms 

itself. 

   

“[T]he old man could see him [Manolin] clearly 

with the light that came in from the dying 

moon.” (26) 

 

Personification—giving an animal or object 

human traits 

 

   

“[T]hey went down the trail to the skiff, feeling 

the pebbled sand under their feet.” (27) 

 By comparing the sand to pebbles, the reader 

can more vividly image the feel of the sand 

under Santiago’s and Manolin’s bare feet. 

   

 

“Why did they make birds so delicate and fine 

as those sea swallows when the ocean can be so 

cruel?  She is kind and very beautiful.  But she 

can be so cruel.” (29) 

                          2 terms  

The ocean is given a human trait—cruelty.  

 

The ocean can be kind to fisherman by 

providing them with a bountiful harvest of fish, 

yet at the same time it can be deadly with its 

vastness and violent currents / waves. 

   

“Some of the younger fisherman…spoke of [the 

sea] as el mar which is masculine.  They spoke 

of her as a contestant or a place or even an 

enemy.  But the old man always thought of her 

as feminine and as something that gave or 

withheld great favours.” (29-30) 

 This emphasizes the difference between how 

the old and young fisherman regard the sea. 

   

“Each line, as thick around as a big pencil, was 

looped onto a green-sapped stick.” (31) 

 

Simile—a comparison using “like” or “as”  

   



“He looked down into the water and watched 

the lines that went straight down into the dark 

of the water.  He kept them straighter than 

anyone did, so that at each level in the darkness 

of the stream there would be a bait waiting 

exactly where he wished it to be for any fish 

that swam there.” (32) 

    

 

 

           code hero trait:  man of control 

 

   

“Just then he saw a man-of-war bird with his 

long black wings circling in the sky ahead of 

him….He rowed slowly and steadily toward 

where the bird was circling.”(33) 

 

 

           code hero trait:  man of skill 

 

   

 

 

“The clouds over the land now rose like 

mountains and the coast was only a long green 

line with the gray blue hills behind it.” (35) 

 

                      2 terms 

 

 

By comparing the clouds to mountains it 

emphasizes their size. 

By comparing the coast to a line, it emphasizes 

how far from shore Santiago now is. 

 

   

 

 

“The water was a dark blue now, so dark that it 

was almost purple.” (35) 

                    2 terms 

Refrain—repeating a word, line, or phrase for 

emphasis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The color purple represents something noble / 

powerful is nearby. 

   

“The iridescent bubbles were beautiful.  But 

they were the falsest thing in the sea.” (36) 

 The Portuguese man-of-war is beautiful, but 

their poisonings, which collect on the 

fishermen’s  lines, are painful for the fisherman. 

   

“The old man loved to …hear them [Portuguese 

man-of-wars] pop when he stepped on them.” 

(36) 

Onomatopoeia—the sound of a word suggests 

its meaning 

 

   

“ 

                                                                ” (37) 

 

Theme—main idea-- of compassion & love This statement shows Santiago has compassion 

for turtles. 



“He also drank a cup of shark liver oil each 

day….Most fisherman hated the taste.  But it 

was no worse than getting up at the hours that 

they rose.” (37) 

 

code hero trait:  self-discipline / self-control 

 

   

“[The tuna] lay in the stern in the sun, compact 

and bullet shaped.” (38) 

Simile—a comparison using “like” or “as”  

   

“The old man hit him [the tuna] on the head for 

kindness and kicked him, his body still 

shuddering, under the shade of the stern.” (39) 

Paradox—a statement that seems contradictory 

but proves to be true 

 

   

“I could just drift…and sleep and put a bight of 

line around my toe to wake me.  But today is 

eighty-five days and I should fish the day well.” 

(41) 

                    2 terms 

code hero trait:  self-control / self-disciple 

Characterization—creating a character’s 

personality 

      only 1 explanation needed 

   

“Eat them, fish.  Eat them.  Please eat them.” 

(41) 

Refrain—repeating a word, line, or phrase for 

emphasis 

 

   

 

 

“Don’t be shy, fish.  Eat them.” (42) 

                    2 terms 

 

 

 

The fish is given a human trait: shyness. 

The old man is speaking to the fish as if it can 

understand and respond to what he’s asking it to 

do. 

   

“It was the weight of the fish and he let the line 

slip down, down, down, unrolling off the first of 

the two reserve coils.” (43) 

 

Refrain—repeating a word, line, or phrase for 

emphasis 

 

   

“Then he will turn and swallow it, he thought.  

He did not say that because he knew that if you 

said a good thing it might not happen.” (43) 

Indirect characterization—reveals a character’s 

personality through his words or actions or 

appearance or by what others say or think about 

him 

 

   

“This will kill him, the old man thought.  He 

can’t do this forever.  But four hours later the 

fish was still swimming steadily out to sea, 

towing the skiff.” (45) 

 The old man did not expect the fish to have the 

strength to tow the skiff for long.  But four 

hours later he has still doing so.   



 


